FORTY     THOUSAND     AGAINST     THE     ARCTIC

(2*) Modern:

(a)  Russian:

Gorki (Mother)
Gladkov (New Earth)
Sholokhov (Quiet Flows the Don)
Leonov (Construction)

I If and Pctrov (Twelve Stools, The Golden Calf
and A Millionaire in Soviet Russia)

(b)  International:

Holland (Maitre Breugnon)
Shaw (Ctfsar and Cleopatra)
Stefan Zweig   (Fear,   Twenty-four Hours in the
Life of a Woman)

Some of the English, German and French books were in
the original, the bulk were recent Russian editions by a
State Publishing Company which throws a number of
representative works of literature on to the market each
year in first editions of 200,000 to 500,000 copies. They
are distributed all over the country by educational organi-
zations, schools, and the so-called culture departments
attached to most of the larger State trusts, factories and
Government organizations.

We discussed many human problems. I asked a geologist
of twenty-eight, a rather quiet man who had been twice
lost on expeditions by foot into the glacier world of Novaya
Zemlya and on Franz Josef Land, how he, a convinced
Marxist who believed in materialist philosophy, reacted to
nearest contact with the danger of death without religion.
'Does Marxism alone give you sufficient replies to all ques-
tions, also those ultimate ones of death and thereafter?
You have faced dangers so often, as you yourself told me.
Did you never feel the urge to have some religious or
philosophical system to give you courage and strength in
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